
Russia Offers Great Opportunities for American Goods.
ffipiH-il tc Tho Tlmeí-Dlepíitoh.)

BT. PETERSmma, May 19.There are

big chances In Russia for tlio young
American who will tnko bis foot In his
hand and come over here nnd study tho
language nnd people. This market Is
beyond conception enormous. It Is Just, nt
Ite beginning and It needs Simon pure
Americans to handle American products.
Every man who hns tried the work In tbo
right -way has succeeded, and I know a

number who have established good busi-
Hessen.

I traveled from St. Petersburg to Mos¬
cow the other day with a Now Yorker
who was sent to Russia to sell American
goods. Ho failed at tho start not know¬
ing tho langungo but he now speaks tho
Russian like a nativo and Is doing well.
He was stationed In Moscow and tried
to learn Russian but ho found too many
English and Germans there with whom
be could talk. Ho then asked his em¬

ployers for a few months' vncatlon and
went to a town far back In the Interior
.nd took board with the parson. Thero
was not nn Englishman nor an Ameri¬
can within hundreds of miles, nnd ho
had to epeeak Russian. Ho had Russian
readers and a Russian grammar; ho paid
the priest a trifle for teaching him, and
as the priest's family was well edu¬
cated ho had plenty of practice In good
conversation. At the end of a few months
he had acquired a speaking knowledge
Of the language sufficient for him to
carry on his business. He then went
back to Moscow and continued his studies
Until now bo can speak, rend nnd write
the Russian. He hns married a Russin ?
Wife and bis family conversation Is Rus¬
tían. Ho has been hero five years and
.»poets to stay.

Educated American Drummers.
Tho name of this man Is Mr. Robert

Qoodchlld. Ills business Is selling Ameri¬
can machinery, steam pumps, saw and
.planing mills and other things of that
nature. He tells me the opportuni-
ties for the American drummers who
will learn tho foreign languages are un¬
limited, and this Is especially so as to
the Russian.
The field Is open to men with capital

rind without. Those who understand tho
anguago nnd have no money can easily
Interest capital from homo, and they can

fight for tho trade as tlio Germans are
doing·. The latter people have their drum¬
mers everywhere. Their great business
firms send clerks here to learn the lan¬
guage and open houses. They havo
branches In Moscow, In Southern Rus¬
sia and In Siberia, nnd send their clerks
out on long contracts, keeping them in
the country until they are able to do
the work.

I asked Mr. Goodchlld whether the Rus¬
sian languago la hard to learn. He re¬

tailed :
"It is not easy, but any smart young

American can acquire enough of It to
do business with. The only way to learn
It Is to speak with every ono you meet,
and if you can get into a place where
you can't speak anything else you will
soon acauiro It. German iu almost as

Important na the Russian. There aro

13,000 Germans in Moscow alone, and they
are to bo found in every town ot any
Biro throughout the empire.

Russian Merchants.
The conversation here turned to the

Russian as a customer. Mr. Goo'dehlld
said:.

'"ftio Russian Is a good mars with whom
to deal. Ho knows what ho wants and
he Is ready to pay a big price for it. Ho
Is suspicious, however, nnd will not buy
without seeing tho goods or samples of
them. Ho has llttlo use for pictures and
satalogues, and hs a rulo he wants his
goods at fho timo ho buys them. If he
can't get tncrn at once ho will often take
poorer «(Tuff rather than wait. He Is ac¬
customed to doing business on credit. Ho
wants from nino to twelve months or
longer, but he don't, object to ? high
rato of Interest on the deferred payments.
Ho often pays 50 or 60 per cent, profit,
and I havo tomo classns of noods on

"THEY WANT OUR PLOWS."

which I make SO per cent., although the
new tariff raids will cut this consid¬
erably."

Credits in Russia.
"How about credits? Will the Russians

pay their bills?"
"Tes. the"? will pay," was the reply;

"but thoy arc slow. This country Is in
Its business babyhood. It has no com¬
mercial machinery like other countries.
Thero are no commercial agencies, such
as Dun's and Bradstreet's, and the oniy
way for a stranger to learn a merchant's
standing Is to employ a lawyer, who
chargos well for tho service. The Ger¬
mans hav5 a system of their' own by

which Ihey know the standing of the
most oT tho trade, They lwvn their
agents in tho principal towns, nn,1 theso
agents subdivide the territory surround¬
ing them and keep reports of tho finan¬
cial standing of all business men In them.
There aro head agencies In Berlin who
know tho business rating of firms all
over Russia. The Américains should or¬
ganize an association for the same pur¬
pose. Thov should havo their own pri¬
vato rêlîBrts, which In timo would lie
very valuable."
"IIow about catalogues?"
"Anv of tho consuls will tell you that

thero In no use In sending catalogues !n
English nor In Russian, nor In any other
way than that nrovldod by the laws of
Russin. A(7~catalogues have lo pass tho
censorship·; and it is best to first ask
permission to circulate them and pay the

rovenue stamps, amounting to about 84
cents, required for such a request. ?
great many catalogues are sent which
never get through the mall, and others
are thrown Into the waste basket because
the people cannot understand thenv
Some of our manufacturing firms, such
as those sending agricultural machinery,
grnpîlophones and sewing machines, un¬
derstand such matters and print their ad¬
vertisement accordingly."

Money in Bricks and Water.
"What have you been selling," Mr.

Gdodchild?" I asked.
"??1 klnïïs of machinery," was the re¬

ply, "and I could seîl p. great deal more

if th"e American exporters would keep
things In stock here. Tbf>ro in ? ? open¬
ing here for pumps and wind mills and
also for saw mills and planing machin¬
ery. This Is ono of the great forest re¬
gions of tho world and by fnr Uro great¬
est in Europe Wo need all kinds of wood
working machines and all kinds of build¬
ing Implements. Take Moscow. It is
growing so that about a thousand mil¬
lion bricks will be needed next yenr and
brick miking machinery |» in demand.
I had a tthancn to sell such machines,
but the American makers would not send
them orr approval nor pay the dutv. As
it Is bricks are made hero nn in Egypt In·
tho days of the Pharaohs. They aro
made by hand and are very cosfly."

The American Shoe in Russia.
Consul Smith of Moscow, tells me that

American shoo factories could bo estab¬
lished hero and do an enormous busi¬
ness. In connection with them should
be boolmaklng machines, for the boot
business would exceed tho rIioo business
about a thousand to one. Only tho bet¬
ter class of Russians woor shoes. The
peasants wear boots winter and summer,
tho officials and soldiers have boots,
and even the women have boots of folt
or leather. Among the most common
shoes worn by tho poor nro straw slip¬
pers, costing a few cents a pair. Woolen
cloth or felt tnkes the place of stock¬
ings, the feet and legs being rapped and
rewrapped as though In a oandnge, the
cloth bold on with strings.
Roots are sold everywhero at very low

prices. Russian leiithnr Is famous, nnd
the factories will have plenty of raw ma¬
terial. Everything Is now made by band,
and there Is no style about tho shape
of the boot. Tho lnsts look n s though
they had been chopped out without re¬
gard to comfort, nnd tho approved fash¬
ionable boot Is of such Foft leather that
It will wrinkle at tho Instep. At present
there are practically no American shoos
sold In Russin. I am told that thero are
plenty of skilled shoemakers, and that
good workmen could be gotten at low
wages.

American Cotton for the Slavs.
We are already "shipping a large amount

of raw cotton to this county, but Asia
Is competing with us. Cotton fields nave
been opened In Russian Turkestan. The
seed originally came from the United
States, and at present the most of the
seed sown Is the American upland, wli'il:
yields from 230 to Ü70 pounds of fiber to
the acre. Some Is grown from nntlvo
seeds, but tills yields only about half as
much. The native cotton fields aro grow¬
ing. In 18S3, shortly after the business
was started, tho amount grown from
American seed was only about 2S.000
pounds. This was In Central Asia. In
that same district there Is now grown
almost 300,000,000 pounds, or enough to
supplv about half of tho needs ot tbo
empire. There are now about a million
acres of cotton fields In Russian Turke¬
stan, and extensive cotton regions on the
other side of ths Caucasus .Mountains.
The government is encouraging tho in¬
dustry. It has put a duty on foreign
cotton of about six cents a pound, but it
rcfui'ds this duty If tho cotton la re-ex¬
ported In a manufactured state.
The merchants are also encouraging cot¬

ton planting. Some of the prominent firms
of Moscow sent the seed to Asiatic Rus¬
sia. They established machinery there
and taught the people how to use It. and
agreed to buy the crops and then pro¬
duct
Our cotton not only has to compete with

Aslnlie. but also with the EirvriUn tot-
ton, Wo ship a lot via the Baltic to St.
Petersburg, Riga and Rival. It Is very
poorly packed, end In some of thit which
I havo seen thc bales were almost burst¬
ing, In the meantime the Russian eottcft
manufactures am steadily Increasing.
They havo more than doubled In th'j last
ten vears. and Russia expects to make
a bid for tho cotton trade of both Europe
and Asia.

How Russia Will Capture China.
There Is considerable excitement Just

now about the Russian possession of
Manchuria. TTie Czar has said that the
ports there will be open to all, but thero
Is no doubt he expects to cafTture tho
trndo ail the same. Indeed, If Russia
adopts the samo methods as to other

THESE COTTON SHIRTS WERE GROWN IN TURKESTAN;

parts of Asia that sho is now using In
Persia, she will drive all other countries
out of tho market. Sho has now the
monopoly of the cotton business of Per¬
sia, and she has gotten It. by giving a

bounty to her manufacturers. On every
pound of Russian cotton goods sent to
Persia the Moscow exporter gets an al¬
lowance of three cents from the govern¬
ment. One cent covers tho freight, and
he has two cents a pound profit, besides
the usual profit on the goods. The Eng¬
lish or Gorman manufacturer has to pay
full freight with no rebate, and he cannot
compete. This same system will be ap¬
plied to China, and the result will be that
the Chinese empirò will bo annexed to
Moscow. After tho trade has been cap-

tured the rebate may be discontinued and
the prices will rise,

American Factories in Russia.
Such things will necessitato the estab¬

lishment of American factories here. Tho
tariff and the bounties will mako It more
prontablo to work tho trade on the
ground, and already a number of our
companies have such establishments.
The Westlnghouses have a big alrbrako
wfifks th St. .Petersburg. ItTs run with
I\merlcan foremen and Its supplies còme
from the United Statos. They have also
electrical works In south Russia, and are
manufacturing electrical machinery here
as they nro doing In England.
I am told the tobacco trust will extend

Its operations to "Wig country, and that
the New York pneumatro tool company
Is putting up a factory at Moscow. Tho

Singer Sowing Mechlne Company will
have a million dollar establishment In St.
Petersburg and Its goods are already sold
all over Russia.

They Want Our Plows.
Our big agricultural Implement facto¬

ries ought to establish branches at Mos-
oow and In Southern Russia to Introduce
their goods and savo the duties. The
Ttusslans aro the greatest farming na¬
tion of tho glóhe. They have tho larg¬
est undeveloped country and thoy are
the most backward of the civilized peo¬
ple. They havo about a hundred million
farmers wlHi one-sixth of the world to
work, and they are trying to do It with
machinery such" as was In use before

AmèTica was alseoverea. The tníflc oí
the land Is In small holdings, and It Is
only on the large estates that modern
machinery Is used. Tho average fanner
lins a plow made of wood with an Iron
shear bound on.
Buch plows as com« from, abroad are

usually Oerman. the American article
being too expensive. Some klnde of our
machinery have been admitted free, but
this will not be so under the new tariff.
We have thc monopoly of harvesters,
binders, mowers and reapers ofr we make
tho best In the world, but the American
plow, drill, cultivator and other such
things are not known here. Within the
post year or so a few threshing machines
have corno In. but at present the most
of the agricultural machinery outside of
reapers and mowers is of German make.
Tho Germans sell more than a hundred
million dollars' worth of such machin¬
ery every year, thc English more than
sixty-five million dollars' worth, and we
tag behind with a paltry ten millions or
more. There is a good opening here for
nil sorts of farm tools and farm wagor.s
and It Is wonderful that our people do
not see It.

Street Railroad Plums.
Russia has more street railroad plume

than any other country on the Interna^
tlonal tree. As far as electricity Is con¬
cerned tho empirò is practically unde¬
veloped and the company that could get
a monopoly of tho concessions would
make bigger profits than the United
States Steel Trust.
The field, as far aa city concessions are

concerned, Is enormous, and as to lines
connecting towns It Is beyond computa¬
tion. Tho people hero live In vlllagee,
towns and cities. Thero are no houses
standing alone on the landscape and
connecting lines oould go 1from vil¬
lage to village, tapping a avts pop-
platlon. In European Russia there
are 106,000 people. Thero is a vii-
lago for every five square miles, and In
some parts of the country there 1s a vil¬
lage for every square mile.
There aro many large cities, some of

which I had not heard the names before
I came to Russia. St. Petersburg 1s big¬
ger than Philadelphia and It has only
horse cars. Moscow Is more than twice
tho slzo of Moscow, Warsaw Is trigger
than St. I/ouls. Odosso Is as large as
Cleveland, and Riga and Kiev are each
about the size of Kansas City.
Have you ever heard of Lodz? It Is

one of Russia's boom towns which has
grown up in the past few years. It is
a groat manufacturing center and It has
106,000 Inhabitants. Let me give you a
few towns' which are new to the average
reader: Kharkov, 174,846; Vilna, 1B5.00Ö;
Yekaterlnoslav, 121,000;' Kostov-on-bhe-
Don. 150,000: Aatraltahn, 112,000; Tula,liU.OÓO; Kishinev, 100,000, and Saratov, 107,-
000. Russia in Europe has nineteen citte·
of over 100,000 people, and thirty-eight be¬
tween that and 60,000. It has 118 towns
which range between 80,000 and 60,000
each, 315 between 10,000 and 20,000, and 3,-
000 others which have a little less than
10,000, but whloh might support eleotrio
railroads, '

The best opportunlUes are In Moscow
and St. Petersburg, and Americans are
trying to get the concessions. The West-
inghouso Company Is after thern, and
among other applicants are men from
Pittsburg, headed by Murray A. Vernar,
of that city. Such concessions will be
very valuable and It Is not probable they
will be granted without the Russians
themselves have a good share of the
profits.

FTIAÍNIC Os CARPENTER.

How a Growing Warship Looks to a Landsman
BOSTON, June 27..The non-offlclal

landsman who la fortunate enough to

secure tho nit of yellow pasteboard that

allows him to board tho new United
States cruiser Des Moines aa «he liée In

the «tting-out basin at the Fore River

¿hip-yard, down In tho southeast corner

of Boston harbor, will hardly realize

that the first large ship of war built In

the old Bay State since the frigato Con¬

stitution was launched Is now 85 per
cent, ready for delivery to tho govern¬
ment. As you stand nt the stern and

look forward along the 200-odd feet o(
her deck, tho first Impression Is of a

cruiser Just come out of a'lively engage
ment nnd undergoing hasty repairs In a

peaceful port, rather than of a sea-

fighter rapidly approaching fitness for

her first battle. What has been done

and what yet remains to bo flnlsh»;d
make together an Impressive picture of

tho tremendous complexity of a modern

.war vessel, provided you are willing to

take your auditory nerves in one hand
and your now summer suit in tho other,
so to speak, and descend boldly into the
busy interior of the steel hull.

Elghty-flvo per cent, finished means,

literally, that practically all of the De-i
Moines, considered as a floating bar¬
racks, that can bo driven three times
across the ocean at tho rate of fi'/j knots
an hour without recoiling, rather than
as a ship of war.for a cruiser's ord¬
nance la not put In until after her ac¬

ceptance by tho government.Is cither
on board or within reaching distance.
One tall funnel.70 feet from the grate
up.stands majestically against tho bino
sky line, while tho other lies on tho
wharf In sections awaiting the hour
when the big gantry crane will pick it
up and set It carefully in Its propor
place. Ton might even think that there
were two funnels yet to be inserted, ono

smaller than the other, for each smoke¬
stack consists of two parts, on lnr.fr

funnel and a larger outer one envelop- Q
lng It, with an air space between to keep
them cool when the engines are trying
to beat the s*5eed requirement and the
fire-room is working under forced draff.
The gantry crane, looking like the

blackened skeleton of some tremendous
ancestors of the mastodons, as it stands
firmly on four widespread steel legs and
extends its .horizontal steel proboscis
out over the cruiser, has greatly simpli¬
fied tho business of putting heavy masses

of metal Into a ship, and the fact that
a single smokestack Is all that remains
in the line of progress Is an Indication
of how very near nt hand completion Is
The "Innards" of the ship.her tons and
tons of machinery, from the big engines
whose power is that of a hitch of 4.700
horses to the dynamos that will light
tho lamps and drive the electric fans,
hoist the ammunition and work the
guns.are all In place, ready to bo sealed
up by the closing of tho decks over them.

Meantime tho deck Itself is a Babel of
noise and apparent confusion; the noise
is real enough, but the confusion Is only
seeming. The pneumatic hammering and
rivettine.a modern way of putting a

eitel ship together, that makes the blows
of hnpdsledges sound like the pop of nn

old-fashioned fire-cracker compared with
the ear-splitting burst of tho up-to-date
small boy's dynamite "bomb," and Is
continuous Instead of explosive into the

bargain.Is nil attendant on the bustle of
getting the Des Moines ready for hur
"builders' trial" as expcdltlously as pos¬
sible. Tho young man who hurries pnst
you with one pall of red paint in his
hand and the contents of another appar¬
ently spread over his nether garments;
Ihe clusters of workmen bending over the
straddling horses; the mechanics crawl¬
ing about tho yawning hatchways; the
shipwrights and carpenters pounding and
tawing here, there and everywhere; the
foremen and superintendents' assistants
consulting, examining and issuing orders,

GANTRY CRANE STEPPING A CRUISER'S STACKS.

The "Strong Right Arm" of the Foro River Shipyard Putting tho Final Touches

on tho Des Moines.

0 first above and then below, and now over

the sido through rio open gun port.all
theso know where they are going and

what they are doing, and the next thing
they must take up, even though the Inex¬

perienced laymon sometimes can't under¬

stand they know It, and tho splendid ship
grows wonderfully under their hands.

Leading from the cruiser's upper dock

are straight, narrow stairways that de¬

scend Into her holds; l--!ow these are

yet other steps that go stii! further down,
and beyond theso nro ladders, but how

deep they go none can say, except one

who Is very familiar with the Inner mys¬
teries of twentieth century naval archi¬
tecture. The land-lubber, after climbing
up and down for a half hour, loses count,
and goes away with tho childish Impres¬
sion that he might havo continued to de¬
scend right through the earth, nnd event¬
ually have come out In China. But a trip
below decks, while It pnrplexes the unac¬

customed traveler with Its shadowy hu¬
man beings, creeping about, electrUc
bulb in hand, pounding, hammering, saw¬

ing steel bars and plates, rlvettlng bolts,
nr chiseling out doorways from the solid
plating, presents a wonderful series of

glimpses Into the mechanism of the ves¬

sel.
Hero and there, for exnmple, nn open¬

ing In tho flooring revenís tho protective
deck of the cruiser, rising llko tho hock
of an enormous turtle under tho deck

upon which ho Is standing. This turtle's
back, covered with thick steel plates, Is
Intended to protect tho ship from an

enemy's shot by turning to hostile mis¬
siles a curving surface, from which thoy
will glance harmlessly, and is respon¬
sible for tho Des Moines" ti Lio of "pro¬
tected cruiser." It separates the upper
part of the vessel from what Is below the
water line, and thus shields tho boilers,
engines and dynamos Hint aro her heart
and other vital organs. Far below Its

fliirracn is tne spot wnere, according to

Kipling,
"The scalded Btokers yelped delight.
As they rolled in the waist and heard

the fight
Stamp o'or their steel-walled pen."

One must abandon the stoop stairways
and take to steep ladders to roach the
realms of the Des Moines' future stokers,
a place that seems tho less Inviting when
ono realizes that tho new cruiser Is being
built largely for service In our new tropi¬
cal posssslons.
Another interesting thing that the

visitor to the Interior of the nearly
finished cruiser finds out Is that Iowa's
most peaceful Industry, the growing of
corn, will play an important part In the
defense of tho vessel that has been
namod In honor of the Corn State's capi¬
tal. This defense has something of a

Quaker character and is worth risking
Involuntnry suicide from the vnrlous
wires.about half a mile of them In all.
that hang from tho dark ceilings waiting
the hour that shall finally connect them
with tho dynamos. The cornplth cellu¬
lose, to givo the substance Its full de¬
scriptive title, comes from the fields to
Fore River In briquettes, and something
over 47,000 pounds of It aro used. It has
the peculiar property of swelling to many
times Its original volume when soaked
In water, and Is placed as a sort of lining
between the outer and Inner "skin" of the
hull. If a shot should penetrate the
slibV,** plating, under ordinary conditions
It wVuld mako, of oourse, a good sized

hole,\through which tho wnter would
pour, an unpleasnnt occurrence, despite
tho fact that tho danger ot serious con¬

sequences Is lessened by tho division of
tho hull along the water line Into a series
of Independent watertight compnrtments.
The cornplth briquettes, however, still
further lessen this danger, for as fast
as the bolo admitted tho water, the water
would In turn expand tho cornplth, which

would almost Immediately "plug up" the
rent and prevent leaking until the dam¬
age could be properly repaired.
The comforts of the Interior arrange¬

ments of this newest American cruiser
are partly In evidence even In the clut¬
tered condition Just prellmlnary^to the
final tylng-up of odd ends and pùtoìfjjf*'
everything in order. In fact, the ship Is
at present a good deal like a new houss
In which It seems as if there would never
be room for the furniture, and yet th·
room is apparent enough when one

Imagines It without workmen, tools,
benches, and other paraphernalia of the
construction period. In the ward-room,
for example, the place that will later be
filled with is. big center table, Is now oc-

oupled by an energetic saw that cu,t·
steel, and makes muoh more noise about
It than even the pneumatlo riveters do
about tholr work. And In the captain'·
cabin and the rooms that will belong
to the ofllcers, the process of putting
in the spring mattresses takes three
times as much space as the beds them¬
selves will eventually occupy. In the
pantry ono sees the shelves Just being
completed, and here and there the high
polish of brass or the pleasant odor of
fresh paint gives evidence that some even
of the very final touches are being put on.
But polished brass, fresh paint, furni¬

ture, and other minor details of house¬
keeping are finishing touches not likely
to be onttrely completed until after the
builders' trial, which will take place
some time during the next few weeks.
After tho builders' trial.which Is prac¬
tically Identical with the regular govern¬
ment trial, except that It Is conducted
by tho Foro River Company as a final
test bofore reporting to the government
that tho vessel Is ready to prove what
she can do for Uncle Sam himself.there
aro always a certain number of minor
changes to bo made. The little US per
cent, that remains between the present
condition of tho Dos Moines and her final
perfection 1b largely a matter of these
llttlo details, and If war were deolared
to-morrow and the vessel needed» In the
fighting line, not more than a month
would bo required to put her into com¬
mission.

Why We Should Not Imitate America, -/¡£p By Count Wilhelm Von Polenz j*q
<S£f* fOonvritrht. 1003. by W. R. Hearst.) JKfit"

It has become a habit In Germany to

admire and try to Imitate everything
'American, though It is obvious that it
would be absolutely Insane to try to trans¬

plant American Institutions and customs

here.
That the people of America, with their

democratic Constitution, have developed
¦more freedom of action, moro Indepen¬
dence, moral, social and political, Is evi¬

dent, but It would be Just as wrong to ex¬

pect Europe to adopt American customs

as to force our customs upon America.
Both ¿have their Justification In th* mr.'o

local circumstances and are a natural out-

coma of these.
It Is one thing to drop all prejudice

against a people which acts,, thinks and
feels differently from ourselves, and quite
another to expect that we Germans should
endeavor to lose our individuality In fool¬
ishly Imitating a foreign nation, no matter
how successful or how prosperous an·!
powerful.
There is, besides, absolutely no reason

.whatever to admire America In every¬
thing.
America's position towards us In the

future depends entirely upon ourselves,
and If some'of us are Inclined to think
that a war between't.ho two nations must
come some time, Mils la one more reason

why we should study tho character of our

possible enemy.
I, personally, with thousands of others

en both, tides of the Atlantic, sincerely

hope thnt this Avar may never come, but

that we may knit the ties of the present
friendship closer every day.
No nation In the world hoe so forced It¬

self ahead In every possible Uno of en¬

deavor as Uio American, and with no na¬

tion In the world has Germany closer or

more frequent and extensive communica¬
tion than with the American people.
No two nations in tho world can teaeh

one another more than the German and

the American, nnd still I doubt if any wi¬

deret·« i->JI ih«· pharacter of one another less

tntuv these t«v>»

As a child will always inherit traita f<-*rf<
and resemble |ts parents, eo tho Yankee
cannot entirely shake off his European
origin.
The. best qualities In tho American peo¬

ple have their roots In the onk forests of

Germany, the fortllo marshes and grain
fields of Scandinavia, the villages of Eng¬
land and Ireland and the highlands of
Scotland, but a four hundred years long
battle with nature from the Atlantlo to
tho Pacifie has put Its peculiar stamp upon
the character of tho American people.

it Is In tho new world exactly as in tho
old: on tho broad .foundation of tho soil
society has been built up.
To the country you must look for the

truo marrow of tho people; tho village
school la tho kindergarten of the race.

The Americans originally wero a nation
of farmers and planters beforö thoy be-

cnmo merchants, manufacturers and

bankers.
At the beginning of tho twentieth cen¬

tury we find the American notion a people
with very pronounced characteristic-.
The people, as a whole, is thoroughly

Americanized, though the number of
those whoso grandparents and great-
grandparents wero born in the United
States is comparatively small, and as

the nation grows tho influx of foreigners
exerts no Influence upon the nutloual
character.
Newspapors and public Bchools are the

factors which stamp and mould the com¬

ing generation.
The average American learns only tho

hbitory of his own country; he Is ab¬

solutely Ignorant of the history of classi¬
cal Greece or the Roman republic, and

naturally forms the Impression that his

country 1- the only one of any Import¬
ance.

Ho is not taught religion or even told

nbout the existence of the Bible In the

public schools, and naturally hla Ideas

of ethics and morals, must bo different
from ours.
His inclination to make light of and

condonò the wide-spread-corruption which
Indisputably exists In «ill public affairs lu
Ilio United Slates may be traced back
to this lack of early moral training.
Ho thinks differently of money and the

means of acquiring wealth than wo do.

The position of woman In America is
freer and more independent 1n overy re¬

spect than here.

The principles of education of children
aro moro lax than In European countries.
The American laborer and farmer can¬

not comparo with ours.

In tho higher classes of society a new

specific American typo has appeared,
which outwardly, at leaet, has somo re-

somhlanco to what wo cnll a gentle¬
man, but the lower origin quite ofton Is

visible through tho superficial varnish,
and this grows moro pronounced tho
further you go West.

It Is Impossible to describe the charac¬
ter of the American In a few words; It
Is Just as complicated ns Hie climate und
surface of his country.
The typical American temperament la

sanguine, but In a different way from
the French.
The Frenchman Is excited and full of

fire, but ho is a born pessimist; tho Yan¬
kee is always optimistic; ho Is at the

same time enthuslastlo nnd, extremely
active, '

He is exceedingly patient under, the
most trying circumstances nnci wjjj stand

moro abuso from tho government and
authorities thau the most humble. Rus-

elan, but nt the snme time ho Is danger¬
ous nnd his patience may unexpectedly
give way to extremo violence, which
carries away every obstruction,
He Is probably well aware of tho short¬

comings of his government and country,
but his vanity forbids him to listen to any
criticism from an outsider.

He possesses a rich vein of humor,
which, pervades everywhere and every¬
thing, from newspapers to political
speeches.

All the men who have risen to national
prominence havo possessed It.
Amrlcan huifior Is less refined and deep

than tho English or German; It has no

touch of the pathetic which fills the oyo
with tears while the lips are smiling, it
has a tendency to exaggerate, which lu
Mark Twafn and tbe artist, Charles Dana
Gibson, has reached Its highest perfec¬
tion.

The German who forms his opinion of

America and Americans from the canards

of our newspapers,'who chronicle- noth¬
ing hui Ulrikes, lyneiilngs, kidnapping ot

millionaires or train robberies, knows

ronlly nothing about Ihe true American,
In whoso character chivalry and good na¬

ture are very prominent.
He is by no means the cold, heartless

and calculating business man or the

brutal egotist that many of us Imag¬

ine.
He has really many other interests than

the hunt for tho almighty dollar, and

has under his rough surface very often

a heart of gold, though ho In most cases

seems to bo ashamed of It.

Hero In Germany wo praise tho pat-
trlotlc cltlze'n, in America patriotism is

taken as a matter of course.

A party who did not put love of the

country at the very top of Its programme
could not bo Imagined In America.
Patriotism covers everything, oven the

national shortcomings.
"It Is American, consequently It Is

good and oannot bo beaten," Is the be¬

lief and motto of every Yankee, from
boyhood to old age.
If a newborn baby should make Its

entry Into the world singing, "Yankee

Doodlb," it would causo no surprise.
The American is chivalrous to a fault

and shows this lu bla treatment of wo¬

men under all circumstances. |,
Ho does not put her on a pedestal

aud pralao her as an angui or a divine
being; he has too much common sense for
that, but ho doos not treat her as a

chattel or make a household drudge of
her.
lio gives her perf/jot f' "'mi he treats

her as a friend, an equal, morally supe¬
rior to himself though physically weak·
or, and ho considers It his first duty to
protect her from Insult and abuse under
all circumstances.
Ho does not Insult her by staring at

her In cars or ogUng her in the street,
and a masher would certainly very soon

find himself ornamenting a lamppost,
dangling from the end of a rope, but
mashers are not known In America.
nut the character of the Yankee has

also many dark sides, most prominent
among which Is his lack of moral sense,
which makes It appear quite natural to
him that the party In power uses every
opportunity to rob the people who put It
In power.
Ho seta no danger lp "he rapidly In¬

creasing corruption and he allows th*
laws of hla country to be trampled upon
and ridiculed by the rich and powerful.
In no other country In the world Is It

true that small thieves are hanged, while
the big ones aro honored.
It Is to be hoped, though, that his inwiy

good qualities may finally prevail and 111
time make the land of unlimited possi«
bilttles an Ideal worth Imitating In'everyt
thlng, but at the present time admirer· »»!
America should uso a, little common sent·
und Judgment boforo they advine their
countrymen to transform thmoselvm into
a likeness of the American nation »a,
everything without exception.


